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PSI BETA STUDENTS PRESENT THEIR RESEARCH AT THE AMERICAN 
PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION’S ANNUAL CONVENTION 

 
 

Irvine, CA - September 8, 2017 – Three recent Irvine Valley College (IVC) graduates, Emily 

Castro, Rebecca Corona, and Elise Ulwelling, attended the American Psychology Association’s 

annual conference in Washington, DC in August. Emily and Rebecca earned a $2,000 

scholarship to attend the conference after placing second in the gold division of the Anastasi 

Research Paper and Conference Travel Scholarship Competition last spring. All three students 

were active in IVC’s chapter of the National Honor Society in Psychology, Psi Beta.  

 

During the conference, Emily and Rebecca presented their research, titled “Drawing the line: 

Distinguishing appreciation and gratitude by examining relationships with happiness and events 

that have high and low levels of personal significance.” Elise presented her research, titled 

“Comparing Muslim and non-Muslim students post 9/11.”   
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Students from across the country submitted APA style research papers to the Anastasi 

Research Paper and Conference Travel Scholarship Competition. The competition covers 

research conducted during the 2016-2017 academic year. In addition to speaking to professors 

and peers from around the country, the students also had an opportunity to hear from leaders in 

the field of psychology. 

 

One such presenter was IVC professor of psychology and emeritus Jerry Rudmann, who 

presented in his capacity as executive director of the Psi Beta National Office. His presentation 

was titled “How Community College Teachers Play an Invaluable Role Promoting Psychological 

Literacy and Advocating for Psychology.” 

 

This fall, Emily and Rebecca will attend the University of California, Irvine. Elise will attend the 

University of California, Berkeley. 

 

About Irvine Valley College:  
Irvine Valley College (IVC), located 3 miles northwest of Orange County Great Park, draws 
more than 20,000 students a year. The college ranks No. 1 in Orange County and the state of 
California for its four-year institution transfer rate. In addition to transfer coursework, IVC offers 
over 80 associate degrees and over 70 career and technical certificate programs. The college’s 
co-curricular opportunities include an Honors Program, 13 athletic teams and over 30 student 
clubs. 

Initially established as a satellite campus, IVC became an independent institution in 1985, 
becoming the 105th California Community College. The college is funded by a combination of 
state and local tax dollars. IVC serves the residents of Irvine, Tustin, Laguna Beach, Newport 
Beach, Lake Forest and surrounding communities, as well as international and online students.  
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