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IRVINE VALLEY COLLEGE LAUNCHES BUSINESS INFORMATION  
WORKER PROGRAM WITH ENTREPRENEURSHIP EVENT 

 
Irvine, CA – December 20, 2018 – The Business Information Worker (BIW) program might be focused 
on entry-level jobs, but that does not mean students should stop dreaming about opening their own 
businesses. An event at Irvine Valley College (IVC) last month showed students exactly that. 
 
On November 14, IVC’s Business Management Department hosted a panel discussion during which 
hiring managers and business owners shared their secrets for finding a dream job or creating one if it 
doesn’t exist. The panelists were: 
 

● Charlotte Augenstein, Managed Solutions  
● Kelly Espinoza, KCE Digital Marketing 
● John Gutierrez, Life & Hope Foundation 
● Amanda Romero, IVC Career Education Counselor 
● Roopa Mathur (panel moderator), IVC Professor  

 
Computer Information Management Instructor Carolina Kussoy coordinated the event and recruited 
panelists from the Orange County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. They covered topics including how 
to start a business and how to build a personal brand.   
 
“We’re looking to take a longer view with our students,” Kussoy said. “This kickoff event was a way to 
start having students think about career options in the longer term.” 
 
Kussoy said the principles of entrepreneurship apply to many other majors and she’s hoping to expand 
the event to other programs in the future. She also plans to incorporate a networking mixer to allow for 
more personal interaction between students and business leaders. 
 
“Starting your own business is all about being persistent, keeping an open mind, and identifying 
resources in the community,” Kussoy said. “Those are the skills we’re hoping to get across at our 
networking events.” 
 
About 40 students attended the November event, including one who wrote that she learned about the 
value of mentorship and networking and how to utilize social media marketing to promote a brand or 
business.  
 
For more information on IVC’s BIW program, visit www.ivcbiw.com.  
 


