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APIA SCHOLARS AWARDS IRVINE VALLEY COLLEGE 
STUDENTS $17,500 IN AANAPISI SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS   

	

From: Left to Right: Kayhlia Yang, Katie Yoon, Joshua Tran, Nu (Ellie) Bui, Evelyn Hoang 
 

IRVINE, CA-- February 12, 2019 -- Five Irvine Valley College (IVC) students have been 
honored with an Asian Pacific Islander Scholarship Fund (APIASF) award. APIASF is the 
leading national organization chartered with raising funds to award scholarships to students 
of Asian Pacific Islander decent. Only students attending an institution recognized as an 
Asian American Native American Pacific Islander Serving Institution (AANAPISI) and 
APIASF program partner are eligible to apply for these scholarships. 

APIASF has partnerships with 32 colleges and universities nationwide (16 community 
colleges and 16 four-year institutions). In this year’s cycle, there were over 900 completed 
applications nationwide and 160 total scholarships awarded. Two years ago, when IVC 
became an AANAPISI partner, one IVC student was awarded a $2,500 scholarship. Last 
year, six IVC students were selected to be recipients.  
 

The 2018-19 IVC APIA Scholars AANAPISI scholarship recipients are: 

Kayhlia Yang (19) – $5000 APIA Scholars/Wells Fargo AANAPISI Scholarship  

Originally from Sacramento, Kayhlia is an English major residing in Irvine.  She is Hmong 
and Lao and very proud of her Southeast Asian heritage. Kayhlia is a mentee within the 
peer mentorship program, Equitable Learning Experience Valuing Achievement, Transfer 
and Empowering Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders (ELEVATE)	Mentored Connection 
(EMC). She is in her first year at IVC but a second-year college student. She learned about 



	 	 	
this scholarship opportunity by attending an EMC monthly mentor/mentee meeting. She 
plans to use the funds for tuition when she transfers to either the University of California, 
Los Angeles (UCLA) or the University of California, Irvine (UCI) in fall 2019. She plans to 
pursue a bachelor’s degree in literary journalism with an emphasis in creative writing, a 
master’s degree in Asian American Studies, and a doctorate in philosophy. Whether by 
speaking or writing, Kayhlia wants to be a voice and advocate for the Asian American 
community. On a personal note, Kayhlia’s favorite food is mango.	

Katie Yoon (age 20) — $2,500 APIA Scholars/Walmart Foundation AANAPISI 
Scholarship 

Irvine resident Katie Yoon is an accounting major and plans to use her funds for tuition in 
fall 2019 after she transfers from IVC. She hopes to transfer to either University of Southern 
California (USC) or University of California, Berkeley (UC Berkeley). Katie is of Korean 
descent and learned about the scholarship by visiting the Center for Asian Americans and 
Native American Pacific Islanders (CAANAPI). In her spare time, Katie loves watching 
movies. Katie is also the second person in her family to receive an AANAPISI scholarship. 
Her sister Lia was awarded a $2,500 AANAPISI scholarship last year.  
 

Joshua Tran — $2,500 APIA Scholars/Walmart Foundation AANAPISI Scholarship 

Joshua is a political science major from Irvine and aspires to earn a law degree after 
transferring to either UCLA or UCI. Currently, he’s working towards earning an associate’s 
degree in social sciences with an emphasis in political science. Josh aims to use the funds 
towards tuition. He has mixed-Asian roots but identifies as being Vietnamese.  
 

Nu (Ellie) Bui– $5000 APIA Scholars/Wells Fargo AANAPISI Scholarship 

Ellie is a Vietnamese student that came to the United States four years ago. She’s majoring 
in biological sciences with a goal of transferring to UCI and then applying to medical school. 
Ellie has aspiration to become a cardiologist or an emergency room physician. She plans to 
use the funds for tuition when she transfers. Ellie serves as one of the student mentors for 
the EMC. On a personal note, Ellie loves food and especially loves to try new cuisines. In 
her spare time, she enjoys visiting Southern California beaches.  

 
Evelyn Hoang — $2,500 Walt Disney/APIASF Scholarship 

Evelyn is Vietnamese and an English major from Fountain Valley.  She intends to transfer to 
either UCLA, UC Berkeley, or Cornell. She also plans to earn a JD from Yale University to 
become a civil rights attorney and one day run for Congress.  She’s working to earn an AA 
in humanities, English literature, and liberal studies with an emphasis in teaching. Evelyn 
has a pet tortoise named Sheldon and serves as the student trustee for the South Orange 
County Community College District Board of Trustees. Evelyn plans to use the award for 
tuition to fund a study abroad opportunity in England at Oxford University to study English 
Literature. 



	 	 	
 

 

About Irvine Valley College: 

Irvine Valley College (IVC), located three miles northwest of Orange County Great Park, 
draws more than 14,000 students a year. The college ranks No. 1 in Orange County and 
the state of California for its four-year institution transfer rate. In addition to transfer 
coursework, IVC offers over 80 associate degrees and over 60 career and technical 
certificate programs. 

 

About IVC’s AANAPISI Program: 

IVC was awarded a Title III AANAPISI Grant from the US Department of Education in 2015.  
ELEVATE AAPI @ IVC, the program overseeing the grant, is currently in its fourth year of a 
five-year $1.5 million dollar grant. ELEVATE AAPI @ IVC has provided institutional support 
in various ways including the development of the Adult English as Second Language Center 
and the CAANAPI (Center for Asian American and Native American Pacific Islanders), a 
campus learning resource center.  The resources and services are available to all students.  
IVC’s sizable Asian Pacific Islander student population (approximately 30%) and Irvine’s 
cost-of-living warranted the Title III award.  Project Director and Communication Studies 
Professor Edwin Tiongson manages the program.  For more information about ELEVATE 
AAPI @ IVC, email ivcelevateaapi@ivc.edu.  


