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Curriculum
Courses are offered in American history, 
European history, and the history of 
selected non-European and non-Western 
cultures. The curriculum emphasizes 
not the rote recognition of facts, but the 
study of history as a means of developing 
critical intelligence and fostering an 
awareness of ourselves and our world 
through examination of the past, including 
examination of ways in which human 
beings have attempted to understand 
the meaning of historical events and 
issues. Courses offered through the 
department meet general education and 
transfer requirements in American history, 
humanities, and certain facets of the 
social sciences. In addition, courses may 
be taken to satisfy requirements for an 
Associate in Arts degree with a major in 
history.  

Major
Students majoring in history at the lower-
division level concentrate on learning 
how to use the skills of critical thinking to 
identify basic historical themes, but more 
importantly to analyze the nature in which 
these themes interact within any given 
society to determine its values, legitimize 
its authority, and perpetuate its existence. 
Thus the major is appropriate for students 
who wish to acquire an understanding of 
the ideas that have shaped the culture of 
this country, or for students who wish to 
transcend their own cultural limits and, 
by a study of other societies in other 
ages, to open their eyes to the diversity of 
the human environment. History majors 
develop an ability to communicate well, 
both orally and in writing, and the capacity 
to think clearly and analytically. Therefore, 
students anticipating careers in law, 
education, communications, and govern-
mental affairs may find the history major 
especially beneficial. The versatility of the 
major makes it appropriate for students 
whose career decisions may be uncertain 
or indefinite. The major is also designed for 
transfer students intending upper-division 
study in history and related areas.

History majors at Irvine Valley College 
may elect an emphasis in American or 
European history. In either case, students 
should also complete history courses in 
areas outside their field of emphasis. The 
faculty of the School of Humanities rec-
ommends that history majors not select 
a history course to meet the humanities 
requirement for general education, but 
explore related subjects in the humanities 
that may be of interest to them.

Career Options
The study of history is not designed sim-
ply to teach us interesting facts about the 
past or even to explain how our present 
world emerged from its murky origins in 
other times or places. It is a useful sub-
ject in ways that students may not always 
anticipate but employers often under-
stand. Openness to research, awareness 
of the complexity of events, and apprecia-
tion for the diverse nature of cultural con-
texts are exactly what decision making in 
business, government, law, journalism, 
education, and other fields often requires. 
Consequently, history majors are well 
prepared for careers in:

•	 Archival and Cultural Resources 
Management

•	 Documentary Editing
•	 Education
•	 Historic Preservation
•	 History
•	 International Relations
•	 Market Analysis
•	 Museum Curatorship
•	 Politics
•	 Print and Broadcast Journalism
•	 Public Policy
•	 Research
•	 Social Ecology

Associate Degree
Associate in Arts Degree in History	
Emphases:
•	 American History
•	 European History

Students must complete a minimum of 
60 units of credit, including the courses 
in the major (“Major Requirements”) 
and general education requirements 
(pages 43-49), with an overall GPA of 2.0 
or better, and a grade of “A,” “B,” “C,” or 
“P” in all courses to be counted toward 
the major. A minimum of 12 units must be 
completed at Irvine Valley College. See 
pages 34-35 for further information.

Transfer Preparation
Courses that fulfill major requirements 
for an associate degree at Irvine Valley 
College may not be the same as those 
required for completing the major at a 
transfer institution offering a bachelor’s 
degree. Students who plan to transfer to 
a four-year college or university should 
schedule an appointment with an IVC 
counselor to develop a plan of study 
before beginning their program. It may 
be helpful to meet with the department 
faculty at IVC.

History
School of Humanities and Languages

Dean: Karima Feldhus, PhD
Academic Chair: Francisco Marmolejo
Faculty: Sean Hill, Francisco Marmolejo, Ryan McIlhenny, Toshio Whelchel
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Associate in Arts Degree
Major Requirements: History

American History Emphasis

Complete the following courses:	 Units
	 WR 2	 College Writing 2: Critical Thinking/Writing	 4
	 HIST 20	 American History Through the Civil War	 3
	 HIST 21	 American History Since the Civil War	 3
	 HIST 24	 America After the Bomb: 1945 to the Present	 3
	 HIST 33	 The History of the Mexican American People	 3

Complete one of the following courses:
	 HIST 1	 World Civilizations to 1500	 3
	 HIST 2	 World Civilizations Since 1500	 3
	 HIST 10	 The West and the World Through the Renaissance	 3
	 HIST 11	 The West and the World Since the Renaissance	 3

Complete one of the following courses:
	 HIST 31	 Mexico from the Pre-Columbian Era to Independence	 3
	 HIST 32	 The History of Modern Mexico: Independence to the Present	 3
	 HIST 51	 Women in American History	 3

		  TOTAL UNITS: 	 22 

Recommended Electives: 
LIT 22, 23, 24, 46; PHIL 1, 5, 10, 11; PS 1, 14, 45; RD 174; any humanities course

Associate in Arts Degree
Major Requirements: History

European History Emphasis

Complete the following courses:	 Units
	 WR 2	 College Writing 2: Critical Thinking/Writing	 4
	 HIST 1	 World Civilizations to 1500	 3
	 HIST 2	 World Civilizations Since 1500	 3 
	 HIST 10	 The West and the World Through the Renaissance	 3
	 HIST 11	 The West and the World Since the Renaissance	 3

Complete one of the following courses:
	 HIST 20	 American History Through the Civil War	 3
	 HIST 21	 American History Since the Civil War	 3
	 HIST 24	 America After the Bomb: 1945 to the Present	 3

Complete one of the following courses:
	 HIST 40	 The History of East Asia Before 1800	 3
	 HIST 41	 The History of East Asia Since 1800	 3

	 	 TOTAL UNITS:	 22

Recommended Electives:
LIT 20, 21, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 46; PHIL 1, 5, 10, 11; PS 4; RD 174; any humanities 
course

Courses

HIST 1:  The History of World 
Civilizations to 1500

3 Units
3 hours lecture
Transfers: CSU, UC
This course examines the origins, major 
themes, and principal developments of 
world civilizations from prehistory to the 
16th century. Special emphasis is given 
to the rise and development of civilization 
in the ancient Near East, the classical 
Mediterranean world, Asia, the later 
Mediterranean world, Africa, Oceania, 
and the Americas. Central themes include 
urbanization and imperial impulses; the 
individual-communal dynamic; the emer-
gence and character of the major religious 
and philosophical traditions; the develop-
ment and elaboration of value systems 
and worldviews; science and the diffusion 
of technologies; the interaction between 
human and natural environments; and the 
historically varied formulations of identity. 
NR

HIST 2:  The History of World 
Civilizations Since 1500

3 Units
3 hours lecture
Transfers: CSU, UC
This course examines the origins, major 
themes,  and principal developments of 
world civilizations since the 16th century.  
Special emphasis is given to interactions 
among various civilizations in Europe, Asia, 
Africa, Oceania, and the Americas and 
their mutual interdependence in the shap-
ing of the modern world. Particular atten-
tion will be paid to the analysis of themes 
like imperialism, colonialism, industrializa-
tion, trade, modernization, urbanization 
and the rise of the nation-state. NR

HIST 10:  The West and the World 
Through the Renaissance

3 Units
3 hours lecture
Transfers: CSU, UC
This course considers the principal devel-
opments of Western civilization within 
a global context. Students explore the 
impact of Western themes, institutions, 
and ideas upon non-Western cultures as 
well as the corresponding influence of 
non-Western cultures upon the “Western 
heritage.” Special emphasis will be given 
to the development of Western civilization 
in Egypt and Mesopotamia; its diffusion 
into the Mediterranean world; its growth 
in Europe through the 16th century; and 
throughout this entire period, its relations 
and exchanges with non-Western cul-
tures, including China, India, Africa, and 
the Americas. NR
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HIST 11:  The West and the World  
Since the Renaissance 

3 Units
3 hours lecture
Transfers: CSU, UC
This course considers the principal devel-
opments of Western civilization within 
a global context. Students explore the 
impact of Western themes, institutions, 
and ideas upon non-Western cultures, 
as well as the corresponding influence of 
non-Western cultures upon the “Western 
heritage.” Special emphasis will be given 
to the emergence of such themes as the 
nation-state, rationalism and empiricism, 
industrialization, liberalism, nationalism, 
socialism, modern imperialism, post-war 
realignments, and geopolitics. The course 
traces the development of European 
culture from the 16th century to the pres-
ent, and throughout this entire period, its 
relations and exchanges with non-Western 
cultures, including China, Japan, Africa, 
and the Americas. NR

HIST 20:  American History 
Through the Civil War

3 Units
3 hours lecture
Transfers: CSU, UC
This course is a study of the history of 
the United States from its colonial origins 
through the Reconstruction period. The 
survey will focus on the major themes, 
ideas, attitudes, institutions, and elements 
that are part of the American national 
development through the mid-19th cen-
tury. Special emphasis is given to the 
European antecedents; the forging of an 
American culture within the colonial con-
text; the political, social, and economic 
development within the framework of a 
national experience and identity; and the 
problems of cultural expansion and diver-
gent growth reflected in the Civil War. NR

HIST 21:  American History Since 
the Civil War 

3 Units
3 hours lecture
Transfers: CSU, UC
History 21 is a study of the history of the 
United States from the Civil War to the 
present. The survey will focus on the major 
themes, ideas, attitudes, institutions, and 
elements that are part of the American 
national development from the mid-19th 
century to the present. Special emphasis 
will be given to national recovery and the 
victory of industrialization after the war, 
domestic reformism from the Populists 
and the Progressives to the New Deal, 
international relations from overseas 
expansion to involvement in world wars, 
and shifting foreign and domestic patterns 
from World War II to the present. NR

HIST 24:  America After the Bomb:  
1945 to the Present

3 Units
3 hours lecture
Transfers: CSU, UC
Studies the history of the United States 
from the end of World War II to the present. 
It focuses on the principal political, social, 
economic, and cultural challenges and 
achievements in American life since 1945 
as reflected in domestic and foreign devel-
opments. Special emphasis is given to the 
use of the atomic bomb at the end of World 
War II, the Cold War at home and abroad, 
prosperity and conformity in the 50’s, 
social ferment in the 60’s, the Civil Rights 
movement, the New Left and countercul-
ture, black militancy, domestic upheaval 
in the 70’s, mass dissent and the Vietnam 
War, political cynicism and Watergate, fem-
inism, ethnic consciousness, realignment 
in the 80’s, detente and the arms race, and 
geopolitics and the Third World. NR

HIST 31:  Mexico from 
Pre-Columbian Era to 
Independence

3 Units 
3 hours lecture 
Transfers: CSU, UC
This course provides an overview of the 
history of colonial Mexico from prehistoric 
time to the period of its independence in 
the early 19th century. Topics covered 
include the Mesoamerican cultural founda-
tions; the elaboration of court ritual and the 
warrior ethic under the Mexican; Spanish 
conquest and colonization; and the move-
ment for independence. Emphasis will be 
placed on the theme of rupture and conti-
nuity in the political, social, and economic 
evolution of the new Mexican society 
that resulted from the interaction of the 
Mesoamerican and Spanish cultures. NR

HIST 32:  The History of Modern 
Mexico:  Independence to the 
Present

3 Units
3 hours lecture
Transfers: CSU, UC
This course provides an overview of the 
major developments in the emergence 
of modern Mexico. Topics include the 
problems of nation building in the 19th 
century, the evolution of Mexican culture 
and society, and Mexico’s relationship with 
the United States. Special emphasis will 
be placed on the social, political, and eco-
nomic impact of the Mexican Revolution; 
the formation of a one-party democracy; 
the economic transformation of the nation 
in the early 20th century; and the politi-
cal and social difficulties of the late 20th 
century. NR
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HIST 40:  The History of East Asia 
Before 1800 

3 Units
3 hours lecture
Transfers: CSU, UC
This course provides an overview of the 
pre-modern histories of China, Japan, 
Korea, and Vietnam, and of their insti-
tutional and cultural interaction. Topics 
include the origins of civil statecraft in 
China and its impact on Korean and 
Vietnamese society; the development of a 
distinctive warrior cult in Japan; the elabo-
ration of court cultures in the traditional 
era. Emphasis will be placed on the analy-
sis of the conflicting themes of cultural 
unity and cultural uniqueness in East Asian 
civilization, and on the way in which cul-
tural codes from China were transformed 
when imported to Japan, Korea, and 
Vietnam. NR

HIST 33:  The History of the 
Mexican American People

3 Units
3 hours lecture
Transfers: CSU, UC
History 33 considers the principal devel-
opments in Chicano history from its 
Mesoamerican origins to the present. 
Students explore the indigenous and 
European influences which have shaped 
the culture, character, and history of 
Mexican Americans, and the manner in 
which the cultural patterns have been 
retained or redefined by life in the U.S. 
Emphasis is given to the migration to and 
the settlement of the American Southwest 
by mestizo pioneers; their interaction 
with the Anglo newcomers; the transfor-
mation of their society after the Texas 
Revolution and the U.S.- Mexican War; the 
role of urbanization and immigration within 
that transformation; regional variation within 
the Mexican American community; and 
Mexican and Chicano contributions. NR

HIST 41:  The History of East Asia 
Since 1800

3 Units
3 hours lecture
Transfers: CSU, UC
This course examines the major themes 
in the development of Chinese, Korean, 
Vietnamese, and Japanese societies from 
the late 18th century to the present. Topics 
include the growth of the Confucian 
state in China and the transformation 
of the state’s goals and capacities as a 
result of both 19th century crises and the 
Communist revolution; the fragmentation 
and reorientation of the Chinese elite with 
the disappearance of the Chinese state; 
peasant rebellion and the revolution of 
1949; protest and resistance to traditional 
and modern regimes; the political, social, 
and economic restructuring of Japan 
resulting from expanded contact with the 
West; industrialization; political moderniza-
tion and imperialism in Japan; the recovery 
of post war Japan; and economic domi-
nance in the late 20th century. History 41 
is also listed as Political Science 41; credit 
will be given in either area, not both. NR

HIST 51:  Women in American 
History

3 Units
3 hours lecture
Transfers: CSU, UC
This course surveys the history of women 
in the United States from colonial times 
to the present, addressing significant 
events, processes, individuals, and move-
ments that have contributed to the nation’s 
development and women’s changing roles. 
The course investigates the ways in which 
geographic location, class, ethnicity, race, 
urbanization, technology, and war have 
affected the political, social, economic, 
intellectual, and sexual lives of American 
women. Feminism and the politics of gen-
der are recurrent themes in this historical 
and cultural analysis. NR   


