Hi, my name is Julie Willard and I am the Learning Disabilities Specialist here at Irvine Valley College.  I’d like to talk to you about the Learning Disabilities Program that provides services and accommodations for students with learning disabilities.
One of the more important functions of the learning disabilities program is to provide individual assessment.  These assessments determine if a student is eligible for services and accommodations provided by the Disabled Students Program and Services.  They also provide detailed information about the student’s achievement in reading, writing, spelling, vocabulary, and math.  Also measured is how students process various kinds of information like sequencing, long and short term memory, spatial skills, and attention to visual detail that determines potential for school success.
In order to be eligible for the program, a student must complete an in-depth survey regarding background information, any health issues, and educational goals.  A student also must demonstrate through assessment minimum achievement and cognitive functioning levels.  In addition, a student must demonstrate a processing deficit and a discrepancy between ability and achievement.  In other words, a student with a learning disability has average to above average potential for learning but that potential is not transferring to actual reading, writing, spelling and/or math skills.  
Students can self-refer by calling the learning disabilities specialist directly or a student may be referred by an instructor or a counselor.
I hope this information has been helpful to you.
